Insect repellent N,N-diethylphenylacetamide: an update.
N,N-diethylphenylacetamide (DEPA) has repellent activity against hematophagous insects including mosquitoes, black flies, horse flies, muscoid flies, rat fleas, and ticks, as well as land leeches and cockroaches. The efficacy of DEPA is comparable to that of N,N-diethyl-3-methylbenzamide (DEET) in both laboratory and field tests. Toxicological studies indicate that DEPA is safe for human use. Different formulations as well as fabrics impregnated with DEPA are effective for personal protection from insect bites.